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SPRING AHEAD SOUTHERN SWING
The Eastern baseball team heads to 
Alabama  to face  Samford in a 
weekend series. 
PAGE  8
Daylight saving time goes into effect 
Sunday at 2 a.m.  Remember to adjust 
your clocks and sleep schedule.
CAA, page 5 Breakfast, page 5 
Rolling out rights
R ACHEL STANE VICH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
The organization Young Americans for Liberty educated students in the Library Quad on, Thursday, March 9th about their constitutional rights in 
terms of the First Amendment. Turning Point USA is starting a chapter that will bring free speech and limited government values to campus. It is said 
that 12.5% of college campus’ have restrictions of free speech. RSO’s have to get permission before doing anything on campus, which is a violation 
of freedom of speech. These organizations are trying to educate college campus’ and recruit as many people as they can.
By Jason Hardimon
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Council on Academic Af-
fa irs  approved 22 i tems on i t s 
agenda Thursday, including its 
recommendat ions  to Pres ident 
David Glassman concerning pro-
gram elimination and reorganiza-
tion, as well as revisions and addi-
tions to the catalog. 
The CAA voted 7-0 with two 
abstentions to approve its recom-
mendations to Glassman for pro-
grams  documented in  Provos t 
Blair Lord’s letter to the Academic 
Program Elimination or Reorgani-
zation Review Committee. 
The CAA also unanimously ap-
proved a new bachelor’s in neuro-
biology, a collaboration between 
the psychology, biological scienc-
es, mathematics and computer sci-
ences, and chemistry departments. 
Finally, the Council approved 
revisions and additions to the cat-
alog for the music department, the 
department of family and consum-
er sciences, and the biological sci-
ences department.
The CAA recommended that 
the  admin i s t r a t ion  re t a in  the 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy, 
reorganize the bachelor’s degree in 
Africana studies and put the bach-
elor’s degree in adult and commu-
nity education on hiatus, follow-
ing an independent review of the 
programs documented in Lord’s 
letter to APERC. Also, the coun-
cil cited CAA bylaws in a letter to 
Glassman as grounds for supply-
ing the recommendations. 
According to a letter from the 
CAA addressed to Glassman that 
included its recommendations, “As 
per CAA bylaws (VII.A.1.a.2.), 
‘The Council  on Academic Af-
fairs shall have the responsibility 
and authority for making recom-
mendations to the President rela-
tive to: addition, deletion, or re-
vision of all undergraduate pro-
grams other than teacher prepara-
tion programs…”
The CAA’s recommendations 
come as APERC submits its report 
opposing elimination or reorgani-
zation of the bachelor’s degree in 
philosophy to the provost Friday. 
The council unanimously vot-
ed to approve two new neurobiol-
ogy courses for the biological sci-
ences department, as well as re-
visions of the biological sciences 
major and minor and a new neu-
robiology major. 
John H. Mace, psychology de-
partment chairman, said his field 
is trending toward neuroscience.  
CAA OKs
revisions, 
program
proposals
By Kalyn Hayslett
Editor-in-Chief | @DEN_news 
Over 240 Coles County residents 
received updates on Eastern’s eco-
nomic impact, its new marketing 
efforts and new local retail busi-
nesses during the “Our Town” com-
munity breakfast Thursday morn-
ing. 
Attendees read along as Angela 
Griffin, president of Coles Togeth-
er, presented a statistic in the im-
pact study. “Student spending in 
Coles County is $8.6 million for 
every 1,000 students enrolled at 
EIU,” the study said.
“It’s one thing to let the folks 
in the community and the region 
know what kind of impact East-
ern is having in their lives. It’s an-
other thing to show the state of Il-
linois policy makers’ return on in-
vestment they are receiving for the 
investment they give to Eastern,” 
Griffin said in a previous interview.
Angela  Gri f f in,  pres ident  of 
Coles Together, said in an interview 
the Eastern Illinois University Eco-
nomic Impact Study planning be-
gan 11 months ago, and the bud-
get impasse accelerated the process 
while introducing another target 
audience. 
 “This will help the people who 
live in our community understand 
the economic impact Eastern has, 
and maybe that understanding will 
lead to a better experience for the 
students who are temporary citizens 
in our community,” Griffin said. 
Whether the person is from Mat-
toon or Charleston, it is important 
to realize that everyone is affected 
by Eastern, Griffin said. 
“It’s a fair statement to say that 
most people that live in this com-
munity – if not directly – are only a 
few degrees removed from positive 
impacts that are created by East-
ern,” Griffin said. 
Coles Together is the econom-
ic development organization that 
helps recruit new businesses and 
helps with current manufacturers, 
including development manufac-
turing, warehouse distribution and 
advanced technology. 
The statistics were created using 
two software applications, Region-
al Economic Modeling, Inc. and 
Commuting Pattern Data. 
“We can have faith in the base-
line numbers because these are 
companies that have provided this 
service for decades to all kinds of 
institutions,” Griffin said, “It’s a re-
liable method to predict the impact 
and economic development proj-
ects or an institution like Eastern.”
Both software programs provide 
baseline data that is collected from 
the census and the Illinois Depart-
ment of Employment Security.
“Information like this helps me 
tell the story of Coles County; it 
helps me recruit businesses to the 
county,” Griffin said. 
“I hope it will generate an even 
stronger connection or affinity to 
and for the university by the peo-
ple who live in this region,” Grif-
fin said.
Lynette Drake, interim associate 
vice president for student affairs, 
said to combat Eastern’s low enroll-
ment, a new marketing firm will be 
selected and more focused visit days 
are in effect. 
“15,000 prospective students ex-
pressed interest in Greek life, and 
every one of those 15,000 students 
received further information about 
the March 31 Greek visit day. They 
will receive free tickets to the air 
band concert,” Drake said.
Other marketing efforts include 
letters from alumni to prospective 
students, college-specific visit days 
and Future Panther Friday, which is 
tailored specifically to the prospec-
tive student’s interests.
James Hull, vice president for 
workforce solutions/communi-
ty education, said Lake Land Col-
lege has created partnerships with 
30 high schools offering 233 dual 
credit programs and teaches 7,000 
inmates a year through a correc-
tional office partnership. 
Hull said Lake Land ended 2016 
with a balanced budget, even with 
only half of its normal state fund-
ing by eliminating staff positions 
and cutting expenses by 27%. 
“Lake Land weathered the bud-
get storm because the staff have 
stepped up to the plate and fo-
cused on maintaining an exception-
al quality of education,” Hull said.
Chris Long, Charleston resident, 
said Griffin’s presentation on East-
ern’s economic impact was especial-
ly interesting, as were the mayor’s 
updates.
“Our Town” community Breakfast offers 
updates on impact study, new businesses 
Local weather
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YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
Www.youngstowncharleston.com 
217-345-2363 
916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)  
Sign a lease before Spring Break to take  
advantage of our great Deposit Special!  
 2 & 3 bedroom Apts & Townhouses! 
 Single rates available for 2bedrooms! 
 Family rates available for 3bedrooms! 
 Beautifully landscaped w/views of the 
Woods! 
 Trash and Parking included in rent 
 Fully Furnished Units!  
 Large walk in closets! 
 Home Away from Home feel! 
 Use Financial Aid to pay your rent! 
Call to schedule your personal showing!  
 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net  
Deposit  
Special 
$150/person 
Ex pir es  
Mar ch 10! 
  
HELP US HELP YOU! 
ADVERTISE WITH THE DEN
217-581-2816
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re-
publican leaders drove their long-
promised legislation to disman-
tle Barack Obama’s health care 
law over its first big hurdles in the 
House on Thursday and claimed 
fresh momentum despite cries of 
protest from right, left and center.
After grueling all-night sessions, 
the Energy and Commerce and 
Ways and Means committees both 
approved their portions of the bill 
along party-line votes. The legisla-
tion, strongly supported by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, would replace 
the tax penalties for the uninsured 
under Obama’s Affordable Care Act 
with a conservative blueprint likely 
to cover far fewer people but, Re-
publicans hope, increase choice.
The vote in Ways and Means 
came before dawn, while the Ener-
gy and Commerce meeting lasted 
past 27 hours as exhausted lawmak-
ers groped for coffee refills, clean 
shirts and showers.
Angry Democrats protested that 
Republicans were acting in the 
dead of night to rip insurance cov-
erage from poor Americans. But 
Republican leaders sounded in-
creasingly confident that, after sev-
en years of empty promises about 
undoing Obama’s law, they might 
finally be able to overcome their 
own deep divisions and deliver a 
bill to Trump to sign.
Leaders are aiming for passage by 
the full House in the next couple 
of weeks, and from there the legis-
lation would go to the Senate and, 
they hope, on to Trump’s desk. The 
president has promised to sign it, 
declaring over Twitter on Thursday, 
“We are talking to many groups 
and it will end in a beautiful pic-
ture!”
Yet at the same time the presi-
dent is leaving himself a political 
out, privately telling conservative 
leaders that if the whole effort fails, 
Democrats will ultimately shoul-
der the blame for the problems that 
remain. That’s according to a par-
ticipant in the meeting Wednesday 
who spoke only on condition of an-
onymity to relay the private discus-
sion.
Democrats reject that notion, 
and the entire GOP effort.
Health care bill clears hurdles
BEIRUT (AP) — A Kurdish-
led force fighting the Islamic State 
group with the support of U.S. 
troops will close in on the extrem-
ists’ de facto capital Raqqa within 
a few weeks, but the battle for the 
city will be difficult, a U.S. mili-
tary official said Thursday.
Air Force Col. John Dorrian said 
the U.S. force consisting of a cou-
ple of hundred Marines that ar-
rived in the region south of the 
Syrian-Turkish border on Wednes-
day will  not have any frontline 
roles  but wil l  provide ar t i l lery 
fire to support the advance of the 
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces.
The deployment reflects Wash-
ington’s deeper involvement in 
Syria under the administration 
of President Donald Trump and 
thrusts the U.S. further into a dif-
ficult diplomatic entanglement.
Dorrian told The Associated 
Press by telephone that the U.S.-
backed force will close in on Raqqa 
within a few weeks and warned 
that the battle for the city will like-
ly be difficult as the extremists are 
well dug in. He said a complicat-
ing factor is that the U.S. does not 
have a partner government to work 
with in Syria as is the case in Iraq.
The U.S. already had some 500 
advisers working with the Syrian 
Democratic Forces in addition to a 
force of 400 that arrived more re-
cently, Dorrian said. He said the 
troops include U.S. Army Rangers 
already in Syria.
The SDF, a coalition of Kurdish, 
Arab and Christian fighters, has 
been the most effective force fight-
ing IS in Syria. The SDF has been 
on the offensive in the Raqqa area 
since November under the cover of 
airstrikes by the U.S.-led coalition 
with the aim of eventually besieg-
ing the city before storming it.
US troops aiding Kurdish fighters
WASHINGTON (AP) — White 
House press secretary Sean Spicer says 
President Donald Trump has “grave con-
cern” about the release of classified materi-
al and believes the systems at the CIA are 
outdated.
Spicer was responding Thursday to 
questions about WikiLeaks’ disclosure of 
thousands of documents that it says re-
veals details of the CIA’s cyberespionage 
toolkit.
The disclosure by WikiLeaks founder 
Julian Assange is expected to be discussed 
at the president’s meeting later Thursday 
with CIA Director Mike Pompeo (pahm-
PAY’-oh).
Spicer also denounced Assange for his 
previous release of classified material, say-
ing he has undermined U.S. national se-
curity in the past. Spicer says he leaves it 
to the Justice Department to comment 
on its “disposition of him.”
President Trump 
issues response 
to CIA leak
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Chica-
go’s top law enforcement officer says an Il-
linois Senate proposal to increase prison 
sentences for repeat gun offenders would 
help stanch the city’s rampant gun vio-
lence.
The proposal would direct courts to 
toughen penalties for repeat gun offenders 
within existing sentencing limits of cur-
rent law. Judges could still hand out light-
er sentences. But they’d be required to ex-
plain the factors behind their decisions.
Chicago official 
supports potential 
gun crackdown
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
8:00-8:45 
AM (AR)
Ultimate 
Conditioning                             
Danielle 
Ultimate 
Conditioning  
Danielle 
4:00-4:25 
PM (AR)
4:30-4:55 
PM (AR)
5:00-5:25 
PM (AR)
Rock Bottom    
Madeline
5:30-5:55 
PM (AR)
HIIT FIT                              
Madeline 
6:00-6:25 
PM (AR)
6:30-6:55 
PM (AR)
7:00-7:45 
PM (AR)
Overdrive Toning     
Madeline
Training Day           
Holly
Overdrive Toning              
Madeline
8:00-8:45 
AM (DS)
Sunrise Yoga               
Tyler
Sunrise Yoga              
Kristi
Sunrise Yoga              
Vidhi
Sunrise Yoga             
Kristi
4:30-4:55 
PM (DS)
Ab Attack                   
Anastasiya
Step N' Sculpt              
Anastasiya
5:00-5:25 
PM (DS)
Power Yoga             
Kristi
5:30-5:55 
PM (DS)
Ab Attack                
Kristi
6:00-6:45 
PM (DS)
Yoga                       
Vidhi
Yoga                   
Tyler
Yoga                                   
Jenna
Yoga                                      
Tyler
6:30-7:25 
AM (CS)
Cycle                     
LeAnn
Cycle                   
LeAnn
4:00-4:50 
PM (CS)
Cycle                
Vidhi
Cycle                   
Tyler
5:00-5:50 
PM (CS)
Cycle                                     
Danielle
6:00-6:45 
PM (CS)
Cycle                  
Ashley
Kickboxing                                    
LeAnn & Danielle
Evaluations are 
availale at every 
class. Please let 
us know how we 
are doing and 
what else you 
would like to 
see!
ALL CLASSES ARE FREE - JUST DROP IN!
Follow us on 
Instagram for 
updates: 
@eiugroupfitness
Werk!                                     
Ashley
Guts, Guns and 
Buns                    
Kara
Werk!                                                 
Ashley
Guts, Guns and 
Buns                  
Kara
HIIT FIT                     
Holly
Barre Burn                  
Kara
HIIT FIT                    
Holly
Werk!                 
Ashley
Body Bar                              
Anastasiya 
Body Bar     
Anastasiya 
Traning Day       
Kara
Body Bar     
Anastasiya 
Kickboxing          
LeAnn & Danielle
SRC GROUP FITNESS SCHEDULE
Spring 2017
Classroom: AR = Aerobics Room     CS = Cycling Studio     DS = Dance Studio   
Tweet
   Tweet
Follow 
the Daily 
Eastern 
News 
Sports 
twitter!
DEN_Sports
By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
Twelve school buildings will see 
electrical outages over the course of 
five days during spring break.
The outages  wi l l  a l so  af fect 
Thomas and Taylor Halls’ dining 
centers and chillers.
Electrical foreman Chris Bartlett 
said the purpose of the outages 
is to test circuit breakers over the 
course of the week. He said he and 
his team of six electricians will turn 
off the switches for the first time in 
three years.
Bartlett’s team cleans and tests 
the circuits annually during spring 
break.  They divide the af fect -
ed buildings into three groups and 
test one group a year, meaning the 
buildings impacted this year will 
not be tested again until the 2020 
spring break.
“You don’t want to let the equip-
ment sit idle for too long before 
you look at it again,” Bartlett said.
The three-year rotation period 
allows Bartlett and his electrician 
team to inspect every major build-
ing on campus, all but the smaller 
buildings such as the Booth House 
or the Linder House.
“We try to take it one circuit at a 
time,” Bartlett said.
Each building used to be inspect-
ed once every two years instead 
of three, but budget cuts forced 
Bartlett’s team to extend the time it 
takes to inspect each circuit. Instead 
of looking at three or four buildings 
in one day, they must now look at 
the same amount over the course of 
two days, owing to a limited num-
ber of people on the team.
Bartlett once employed 11 elec-
tricians, but because of the state 
budget impasse, he had to lay off 
nearly half of them and must now 
make do with only six.
Bartlett said the outages should 
not impact electrical devices should 
s tudents  decide to leave them 
plugged in over the break.
“It would be no different than 
having a storm blow through,” 
Bartlett said.
Mallory Kutnick can be reached at 
581-2812 or mbkutnick@eiu.edu.
Power will be cut during break
Staff Report
A banquet to raise funds for wild 
turkey conservation will begin 6 p.m. 
Friday at the VFW in Charleston at 
1821 20th St. 
According to a press release, the 
Embarras chapter of the Nation-
al Wild Turkey Federation will spon-
sor the fundraiser. Tickets cost $65 
for couples or $50 for singles and can 
be reserved by contacting Mike Elam 
at elams3@icloud.com or 217-345-
4660.
In addition to the banquet, the 
fundraiser will have raffle games and 
bids for outdoor-themed prizes, such 
as “sporting art, unique hunting fire-
arms, knives, wildlife calls (and) out-
door equipment.”
The press release says the banquet 
is a “great place to meet new friends 
who share a passion for the outdoors.”
The admission ticket also includes 
a one-year subscription to NWTF’s 
magazine focusing on turkey conser-
vation and hunting.
The press release describes the 
NWTF as a nonprofit organization 
concerned with education, conser-
vation of wild turkeys and preserva-
tion of hunting traditions. It says the 
NWTF is the “nation’s most progres-
sive single-species conservation orga-
nization.”
The Embarras fundraiser is part of 
a national initiative by NWTF called 
“Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.” It 
aims to raise $1.2 billion to preserve 
four million acres of upland habitat 
and 500,000 acres for hunting and 
outdoor recreation.
The News can be reached at 581-
2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
Fundraiser to benefit wild turkey conservation
Power Outage Schedule
Saturday, March 11
7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday, March 13
7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Tuesday, March 14
7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, March 15
7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Thursday, March 16
7 a.m. - 3 p..m.
Human Services, Tarble, Lawson, 
Thomas, Taylor, Klehm, Coleman, 
Lumpkin
Human Services, Tarble, Lawson, 
Thomas, Taylor, Klehm, Coleman, 
Lumpkin
Human Services, Tarble, Lawson, 
Thomas, Taylor, Klehm, Coleman, 
Lumpkin
Life Science, Annex, Buzzard, 
Doudna, Thut Greenhouse
Life Science, Annex, Buzzard, 
Doudna, Thut Greenhouse
Staff Report
A haunted house in Ashmore will be 
the site of two sleepover events from 9 
p.m. Friday to 9 a.m. Saturday and 9 p.m. 
Saturday to 9 a.m. Sunday.
The building is located east of Charles-
ton on Illinois Route 16, at 22645 E. Co. 
Rd. 1050 N. in Ashmore.
Tickets are $75 per person for the Fri-
day night sleepover and $99 for the Satur-
day night sleepover.
Ghost Hunts USA, who hosts the 
event, recommends on their Facebook 
event page that guests bring an air mat-
tress, pillows and plenty of blankets, as 
the building has no heat .Ashmore Estates 
has been featured on paranormal investi-
gation television shows such as the Travel 
Channel’s “Ghost Adventures” and SyFy’s 
“Ghost Hunters.” 
The building was erected in 1916 as a 
poorhouse until 1959, when it was repur-
posed as a private mental health facility. 
The facility closed in 1986 and was aban-
doned for 20 years until it opening as a 
haunted house in 2006.
The News can be reached at 581-2812 
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
Haunted house 
to host sleepover
* These buildings will not experience the power outrage again until 
spring break of 2020
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Editorial Board
Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Angelica Cataldo
Break time about resetting, reconnecting
This spring break, balance work and rest
      Editor- in-Chief  Managing Editor            News Editor    Associate News Editor    Photo Editor          Online Editor  Sports Editor               Opinions Editor
      Kalyn Hayslett            Angelica Cataldo          Cassie Buchman          Leon Mire              Justin Brown     Analicia Haynes               Sean Hastings          Shelby Niehaus 
Justin Brown
Drive Safe this Spring Break
Humor from 
childhood 
movies tops 
humor in 
other movies
DANIEL FOX | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
For me, spring break will be a great chance to 
hit the reset button and regain my focus before 
going into the final weeks of the year. 
I should be honest—it does not seem like all 
that long ago that I returned to Eastern from the 
long winter break.
Nonetheless, I am greatly looking forward to 
the chance to take a break. 
A much-needed chance to shut the school 
books and do a few things for myself and not for 
school or The Daily Eastern News. 
While I want to think that the break will be 
a chance to shut it off for a while, I know I will 
quickly find myself back in my books in some 
fashion. 
While I might not exactly be studying, I know 
I will be taking some time to prepare myself for 
the remainder of the school year while home on 
break. 
I will create a few tasks for myself to ensure I 
remain productive and stay focused. 
First on my to-do list for the break is to come 
up with a much more productive system of keep-
ing my to-dos organized. 
I have no problem creating a list of things I 
need to accomplish; my problem comes in being 
reminded of those tasks. 
I constantly find myself remembering I had 
something to do when it is too late. 
I have tried apps, but I either silence the no-
tification or forget to schedule the reminder and 
nothing gets done. 
I have also tried using a pocket notepad and 
found it successful, but on a day-to-day basis, I 
was unable to find success when it came to the 
tasks farther out. 
So, what is it you do to stay organized and 
never forget those things coming up? 
Feel free to drop me an email with suggestions.
Other tasks I hope to accomplish over the 
break include a season or two of a Netflix series, 
or even catching some MLB.TV for an entire af-
ternoon. 
That reminds me, I promised an old commu-
nity college classmate I would meet up with him 
to catchup. 
See, I need to keep better notes.
Oh, and by the way, I have a wife and two kids 
who I am sure have their own plans for me over 
the next week. 
Regardless of what the week ahead will throw 
at me, I am sure I will make the most of my time 
and be as prepared as ever when I pack the car 
back up next weekend to head back to Charles-
ton for another few weeks of the daily grind. 
Justin Brown is a junior journalism major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812 or 
jlbrown@eiu.edu.
Spring break is imminent now. Many peo-
ple will be leaving for home or for vacation 
soon if they have not already. We have been 
looking forward to it for weeks now, as it 
will give us a welcome relief from the stress-
es of student life.
Spring break is an excellent time to re-
charge your batteries and find the motiva-
tion to push through the final few weeks of 
the semester. You can also use it to work on 
schoolwork or on responsibilities that would 
otherwise be neglected.
We at The News recommend a mixture of 
both these strategies, as pursuing either one 
too aggressively is unhealthy.
Taking time off is essential to every stu-
dent’s mental well-being. But it can be easy 
to take this too far and spend the entire 
break partying with friends or lounging on 
the couch and catching up on your favorite 
TV show. 
Either of these will likely lead to major 
disruptions in your sleep schedule, which 
will make the return to classes much more 
difficult. When you get back, you will also 
find that you do not have much time left be-
fore finals week to get done with all of your 
papers, projects and studying. 
But if you spend just a couple of undis-
tracted hours each day working ahead (or 
catching up, as the case may be), you will 
find that you can actually get a lot done. For 
many people, mornings are ideal because 
they are at their peak energy and motivation. 
On the other hand, there are some people 
who have difficulty winding down and have 
a compulsive desire to fill breaks with activi-
ty. They are often the over-achievers in class 
and in extracurricular activities.
Filling every day with activities can be 
mentally exhausting, however, and it can eas-
ily lead to burnout. Even a supposedly rest-
ful vacation can be stressful if you are overly 
concerned with planning out every moment 
of the day. We all need to take time out of 
our days to stop and do nothing, whether 
this means meditate or simply relax. 
If you cannot justify it any other way, re-
alize that taking mental breaks, whether 
short ones throughout the day or longer ones 
throughout the year, will actually make you a 
more productive person in the long run. 
It is sort of like exercise. You will never get 
stronger if you work out all day long. You 
will only break down the muscles in your 
body, never giving yourself a chance to re-
build the muscles stronger, and you will risk 
injury. Everyday activities are more diffi-
cult when you are sore from working out too 
much.
Likewise, if you never give your mind a 
break – especially if you do not get adequate 
sleep – you will not be able to complete the 
most basic mental tasks with any efficiency. 
You may not notice how inefficient you are 
until you have actually returned to work af-
ter a break and find yourself working briskly.
There is a reason businesses give their em-
ployees vacations and colleges give their stu-
dents breaks. They know that they will re-
turn refreshed, motivated and efficient. 
So spend your time wisely, if for no other 
reason than because it will let you enjoy your 
well-deserved break guilt-free.
As I grow older, I have come to greatly ap-
preciate the subtle (and sometimes not so 
subtle) adult humor in my childhood car-
toons and movies.
It is always entertaining to watch and re-
watch cartoons such as The Rugrats or ani-
mated movies such as Disney’s Mulan, and 
catch innuendos that I missed as a child.
The jokes range from Mulan ogling Gen. 
Shang when he takes off his shirt during 
training to the jokes made about Tommy 
Pickle’s family coming from a Jewish back-
ground.
Of course, when I was a kid I laughed at 
all the jokes made in movies regardless of 
whether or not I fully understood them. 
Now, as an adult, clever humor masked 
with juvenile potty jokes and innuendos are 
a lot funnier than what is considered “adult” 
humor today.
Do not get me wrong: I do find dirty hu-
mor funny, but nothing beats the ingenuity 
found in older children’s shows and movies. 
This includes the bizarre humor in early 
seasons of Spongebob, the pop culture refer-
ences in The Fairly Odd Parents, and the sit-
uational irony in shows like Hey Arnold and 
Courage the Cowardly Dog.
One of my favorite movies to re-watch is 
the 1999 animated movie The Iron Giant. It 
is the perfect combination of classic 2-D an-
imation, a heartfelt storyline and humor that 
is funny to all ages. 
One of the scenes depicts the main pro-
tagonist, Hogarth Hughes saying grace at the 
dinner table with his mother. Meanwhile, a 
giant unattached hand from the iron giant 
is aimlessly roaming around the house while 
Hogarth’s mother remains ignorant to the 
situation.
While his mother not noticing a giant ro-
botic hand in her house is funny, Hogarth’s 
version of “saying grace” is undoubtedly one 
of the funniest and most relatable moments 
I have witnessed in any children’s animated 
movie. 
Hogarth makes long, exaggerated hand 
motions and ties his exclamations into his 
“prayer,” while trying to direct the hand out-
side the house without his mother noticing.
The Iron Giant is filled with light-hearted 
jokes, delayed humor and physical comedy. 
These are all aspect found within many of 
my childhood TV shows and movies.
 This sort of innocent humor does not 
take much to get the punchline across, and 
it has become my favorite type of comedy. 
Maybe it is because the nostalgia bug bit 
me, but I believe that this sort of comedy is 
timeless, which is why it makes it so success-
ful, even into my adult years. 
Angelica Cataldo is a junior journalism major. 
She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
amcataldo@eiu.edu.
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By Brianna Welk
Contributing Reporter | @WelkBrianna
EIU Pride and the Charleston chap-
ter of PFLAG are working together 
more this year to combat discrimina-
tion and make the campus a welcoming 
environment for all students. 
Charleston PFLAG, formerly known 
as Parents, Families and Friends of Les-
bians and Gays, is a diverse group of al-
lies from the surrounding area.  Donna 
Hudson, one of the founding members 
and president of PFLAG, is concerned 
about the current political landscape. 
“This is a long time coming, and 
groups like Pride and PFLAG are more 
important than ever under this new ad-
ministration,” she said.
Hudson said she became an ally be-
cause her oldest son identifies as gay 
and wants to help other parents find 
ways to support their children who ex-
perience the same kind of discrimina-
tion.  
The Charleston chapter of PFLAG 
is currently working to create an emer-
gency fund for students who risk fi-
nancial loss if they decide to come 
out to their families.  A national study 
conducted by the Gay, Lesbian and 
Straight Education Network found that 
nine in 10 gender and sexual minority 
students experience some form of ha-
rassment while in school. 
Charleston PFLAG celebrated its 
anniversary last October, and Hudson 
describes the group as natural allies to 
Eastern students. 
“We are really amazed at the terrif-
ic job Pride has done on this campus to 
make the EIU community more aware 
of the issues and make the campus a 
safer place,” Hudson said.
Siobhan Doherty, freshman sociol-
ogy major and vice president of Pride, 
agrees with Hudson that groups like 
Pride and PFLAG should be growing 
in this uncertain political climate.
“The near future is rough legally, but 
despite all of what he (President Don-
ald Trump) has said, he has brought so 
many different minority groups togeth-
er, to fight not only for themselves but 
for each other,” Doherty said. 
Doherty encourages allies to join.  
“You don’t have to identify (as a gen-
der or sexual minority) and it’s totally 
confidential. Our role is to be active in 
advocating for all minorities,” Doherty 
said.   
Devin Andersen, freshman commu-
nication studies major, said he joined 
Pride because his significant other iden-
tifies as gender fluid. 
“Being an ally means you have an 
understanding for the community and 
support for the community, without 
identifying,” he said.  
EIU Pride conducts panels on cam-
pus and at the Charleston Library to 
share coming out stories and inform 
people about issues facing the GSM 
community.
Hudson said EIU Pride students are 
well-informed and generous with their 
time.  The two groups have previous-
ly marched in Pride parades together 
and protested the notoriously anti-gay 
Westboro Baptist Church.  
They both plan to protest again 
this spring when the traveling preach-
er Brother Jed and his followers return 
to campus.  
“We will continue working togeth-
er to push equality forward,” said Hud-
son.  
Brianna Welk can be reached at 
581-2812 or bswelk@eiu.edu.
EIU Pride, PFLAG promote LGBTQ equality
“Going back about ten years, 
psychology departments nationally 
– and probably internationally by 
now – have begun to offer degrees 
in neurobiology at the undergrad-
uate level,” Mace said.
Gary Aylesworth, a CAA mem-
ber and philosophy professor, ex-
pressed his concern that changes 
for the interdisciplinary neurosci-
ence minor Eastern offers, which 
incorporates philosophy, may also 
be ahead. Aylesworth stressed the 
importance of philosophy in neu-
roscience.
“How do you separate the cog-
nitive from the neurological?” he 
asked. 
Jonelle DePetro, chair of the 
philosophy department, also ex-
pressed her concern that philoso-
phy was not being included in the 
programs. 
“There is a neuroscience minor 
right now, and philosophy is a re-
quired component of the minor,” 
DePetro said. “I’m here because I 
didn’t learn until about ten min-
utes before CAA today that a new 
neuroscience program was com-
ing forward and that philosophy 
wasn’t going to be a part of it.”
DePetro said the department 
was not presented with a rationale 
for philosophy’s omission from the 
new program. 
“This conversation we’re hav-
ing, we should have had before 
this meeting today,” DePetro said. 
Mace said he believes the col-
lege curriculum committee has 
plans to change the neuroscience 
minor as well, and he later sug-
gested that he had said too much 
about what was on the minds of 
the committee. Mace concluded 
his statements by saying this was 
a topic that needs further discus-
sion.
The music department’s  ma-
jor, minor and course revisions — 
and two proposals for new courses 
— follow an accreditation review 
this fall by the National Associa-
tion of Schools of Music. The mu-
sic department’s self-study provid-
ed the department with valuable 
insight. Shellie Gregorich, mu-
sic department chair, said the pro-
posed courses would help the de-
partment to meet its accreditation 
standards. 
“When any department goes 
up for accreditation, you general-
ly write a self-study where you es-
sentially ask yourself a bunch of 
questions,” Gregorich said. “As we 
wrote the study, we came across 
things we could do to improve the 
curriculum.” 
The CAA approved also four 
course revisions for the depart-
ment of family and consumer sci-
ences, all of them nutrition cours-
es.
Jason Hardimon can be reached 
at 581-2812 or jrhardimon2@eiu.
edu.
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“I  d id  not  know those  jobs 
bring that much growth in the 
community, and it was good to see 
Charleston and Mattoon working 
together,” Long said.
Mattoon Mayor Tim Gover said 
residents can expect five new re-
tailers, including a Dunkin’ Do-
nuts, a Starbucks and an AT&T 
store to accompany the strip mall 
across from Cracker Barrel. 
“My cardiologist does not want 
me to eat it (Dunkin’ Donuts) but 
it is coming soon,” Gover said. 
Over the course of the year, 100 
jobs were created from businesses 
like Copper Creek Cottage mem-
ory care center,  O’Rei l ly  Auto 
Parts, Harbor Freight Tools and 
Fujiyama Japanese Steakhouse, 
Gover said.
“Some good things  are  hap-
pening in Mattoon,” Gover said. 
“What’s good for Charleston is 
good for Mattoon – we work to-
gether.” 
C h a r l e s t o n  M a y o r  B r a n -
don Combs said in 2016 Gavina 
Graphics created 12 jobs, Dom-
ino’s Pizza 30 jobs, and Aldi 10 
jobs, along with 55 jobs at a new 
living facility and more at Windy 
City Pizza and 18th Street Garden 
Stop. 
A worst and first map was used 
to identify the worst s idewalks 
and the first that need to be fixed; 
about 1.6 miles of sidewalk were 
replaced last year, Combs said.
Tourism advisory board mem-
ber  Brendan Lynch was recog-
nized for helping improve the bike 
trail surrounding Lake Charleston. 
Charleston police officers were 
recognized for handling alterca-
tions peacefully and city coun-
cil board members for exception-
al service.
“I did not inherit the best thriv-
ing community, but the people 
in this city made a bleak time a 
bright time,” Combs said.
Kalyn Hayslett can be reached at 
581-2812 or kehayslett@eiu.edu. 
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Maintenance Person. University Es-
tates in in search of a maintenance 
person to do various jobs in mobile 
home community. Must have your 
own tools and be able to pass a 
criminal background. Part-time po-
sition. 25 hours per week or more if 
needed. Call for details (217) 345-
3133 Ask for Glenn.
_________________________ 3/2
Hideout Gentleman’s Club. Hiring 
entertainers 18 and over. No experi-
ence needed. Make lots of cash fast. 
Transportation available. Call Dee. 
348-0288.
_________________________ 3/3
Bartenders wanted, flexible hours. 
Veterans of foreign wars post 
#4325. 1220 S. 19th Mattoon. Come 
pick up an application or call Cory 
217-493-1973
_______________________ 03/10
Help wanted
6
For rent
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
Our Most Popular “wait listed” 
home available for Fall 2017 6 
Bedroom House located at 1024 
6th Street Huge deck Big covered 
front porch large bedrooms tons 
of parking and close to campus 
call 708-772-3711 schedule a 
tour and info 
_________________________ 3/7
6 BEDROOM HOME FOR 2017-18 
SCHOOL YEAR. GARBAGE AND 
LAWN CARE INCLUDED. $275 PER 
PERSON PER MONTH. NEWER AP-
PLIANCES INCLUDING WASHER/
DRYER. (847) 921-3180.
_________________________ 3/9
1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments 
across from Doudna Center. Rea-
sonable. (217) 345-2416
_________________________ 3/9
Looking for 3-4 responsible stu-
dents to rent a nice house afford-
able for the right party interested in 
pursuing an education at Eastern 
call (217) 345-2516
_______________________ 03/10
Affordable studio apartment good 
campus location (217) 345-2516
________________________ 3/10
Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al. $325 per bedroom.
(217) 962-0790
________________________ 3/10
Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4 
bedroom apartments,  as low as 
$222.50. Some close to campus 
Carlyle Apartments. (217) 348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 3/15
STUDIO, 1 & 2 BEDROOM APART-
MENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 2017. 
Great locations. Please contact us 
for more information.
(217) 348-8249 or visit our website 
at  ppwrentals.com 
________________________ 3/13 
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details.(217) 549-
2668.
_________________________ 322
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559.
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting 
at $250 a bedroom. For spring se-
mester 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. 
Call or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 
 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
Call for appointment to view! 
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ACROSS
 1 Call from a bar, 
maybe
10 Allied (with)
15 She played 
Odin’s wife in 
“Thor”
16 Key ingredient?
17 App with an 
envelope icon
18 Warren with 
the 1978 
platinum album 
“Excitable Boy”
19 Onetime label 
for the Beatles
20 Pickup line?
21 Pre-euro 
money
22 Is no longer 
good
24 Wreck locale
26 Arm muscles, 
in bodybuilding 
lingo
27 “Your Movie 
___” (Roger 
Ebert book)
29 Served 
whoppers?
30 Lout’s lack
31 What’s exited in 
Brexit
33 Sci-fi shocker
35 Bastes, e.g.
37 Penguin’s perch
38 [I can’t believe 
that just 
happened!]
42 Somewhat
45 Somewhat
46 Whole bunch
48 “Specifically 
…”
50 Ned’s adoptive 
son on “Game 
of Thrones”
51 Town where 
“Parks and 
Recreation” is 
set
53 Roman-
Parthian War 
figure
54 1965 hit for the 
Yardbirds
56 Salad dressing 
brand
58 Juan Perón’s 
second wife
59 Real shocker
60 Features of 
some city 
streets
62 They come 
before deals
63 “Keep your 
pants on!”
64 Put on the line
65 Crying for 
attention?
DOWN
 1 Tumbling 
equipment
 2 Tear into
 3 Disconnect, as 
a trailer
 4 Lead-in to 
Luddite
 5 Fast-food 
empire builder
 6 “The Black 
Tulip” novelist, 
1850
 7 Juan Perón’s 
third wife
 8 “Since you 
weren’t 
listening …”
 9 Twitter titter
10 Measured (up)
11 “Riders in the 
Sky” singer, 
1949
12 Something cold 
from Mars
13 Blue prints
14 Power line?
21 Piano parts
23 Not straight
25 Grievance
28 Creep out?
30 Best Actress 
winner for 
“Monster”
32 Jazz devotee, 
most likely
34 Road rage 
sound
36 Whole bunch
38 Alternatives to 
chimichangas
39 Superhero 
with the foe 
Professor Von 
Gimmick
40 Game in which 
jokers and twos 
are wild
41 Guy’s sling 
swimsuit
43 Many a Taylor 
Swift fan
44 Part of a 
circulatory 
system
47 Check out 
quickly
49 Warm and 
cozy
51 Break down in 
school
52 Newman, to 
Seinfeld
55 Easy to walk 
all over
57 Spill (over)
60 Marcel 
Marceau 
moniker
61 Caregivers’ org.
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Run like a panther.
217-581-2816
Percussion Preparation
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ |THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Stephany Cohen, a senior percussion performance major, and Rodney Rote, a junior percussion performance major prac-
tice steel drums in preparation for their spring recitals in the Doudna practice rooms on Thursday night.
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LAUREN MCQUEEN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior Jared Woodson defeated Missouri-St. Louis' Nathan Pinto 6-2, 6-2 on Oct. 2, 2016, at 
the Darling Courts.
By Dillan Schorfheide
Men’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s tennis team has battled 
through the spring season, starting slow and 
facing many challenges along the way.
Now, riding a three-game losing streak, the 
team travels to Dayton, Ohio to end their non-
conference play before the start of the confer-
ence schedule.
Eastern will play an Dayton University (8-7) 
Friday beginning at 5 p.m. 
The Flyers (8-7) are riding a three-game 
winning streak while the Panthers come in 
with a three-game losing streak.
Dayton has defeated both Saint Louis Uni-
versity (7-0), and Illinois State University (4-0) 
this season, both SLU (6-1) and ISU (5-2) beat 
Eastern this season.
Dayton also defeated IUPUI 4-2 who beat 
Eastern 6-1.
Eastern holds a 3-2 series advantage over 
Dayton. 
Eastern will also face the Wright State Raid-
ers, beginning at 1:30 p.m. Saturday.
Wright State (2-10) is having a similar sea-
son to Eastern (2-11). The Raiders are coming 
off a 6-1 loss to Ball State who swept Eastern 
7-0 earlier this season.
Eastern owns the series over Wright State at 
3-0.  
Despite Easterns three-game losing streak, 
the team hopes to carry over a few positives 
from last weekend’s sets.
In its last match of the weekend Eastern lost 
by one point (4-3) to Chicago State.  Junior 
Jared Woodson, freshmen Marko Stefan Jan-
jusic and Ferdinand Ammer all won mathces. 
Woodson picked up his third win of the season 
and Ammer picked up his second.
Janjusic (6-7) currently has the best singles 
record on Eastern’s roster.  After his win last 
week, he said it felt great to get the win, but 
winning as a team feels much better and that is 
what the team is striving for.
He also said the team needs to continue 
working on what is has been all semester.
Head coach Samuel Kercheval echoed Jan-
jusic and added the team is talking about stay-
ing positive and continuing on the path they 
are on.
Dillian Schorfheide can be reached
 at 581-2812 or dtschorfeide@eiu.edu.
Men’s tennis faces Dayton, Wright St.
By Parker Valentine
Women’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Panthers women’s tennis team has a long 
journey ahead of them for the next two meets of 
the 2017 spring season. 
The Panthers head to Des Moines, Iowa be-
ginning at 11 a.m. Saturday to take on Drake 
University.
The Bulldogs come in to the weekend with a 
record of 5-4 and 4-2 at home.
The Bulldogs team is a mixed bunch, con-
sisting of three juniors, two sophomores, and a 
freshman. 
Despite none of the coach Emily Wang’s 
Panthers having experience against Drake, the 
coach said preparation for the match will be the 
same as any other week.
After missing last weekend’s match, junior 
Grace Summers is listed as probable for week-
end sets.
The Panthers will get a short break after the 
meet at Drake to enjoy Spring Break. They do 
not compete again until the Friday, March 17 at 
Jacksonville State. 
The Gamecocks come in to the meet with a 
record of 3-7, dropping six straight meets after 
going 2-1 in their first three meets. 
The Gamecocks bring a young roster to the 
matchup with four freshmen, and one senior 
and junior.
The Panthers have found consistent success 
against the Gamecocks defeating them in all 
three of their most recent spring meets. 
No Panthers on this years roster have been 
defeated by the Gamecocks during the spring 
season. 
Senior Kelly Iden, sophomores Abby Car-
penter and Shristi Slaria, and Summers all regis-
tered singles victories in the teams’ last meeting 
during the 2016 season.
Senior Kamile Stadalninkaite notched a dou-
bles win with partner Srishti Slaria. Summers 
and Iden both notched doubles wins as well. 
To get to the two meets over the next cou-
ple weeks, the Panthers will be on the road for a 
combined fourteen hours. They will have to get 
creative to avoid boredom and remain focused. 
“On long trips we watch movies and sing. 
This year we are planning on doing karaoke in-
side the van,” Stadalninkaite said.
The Panthers first match is set to start at 
10a.m. Friday, March 17 in Jacksonville.
Parker Valentine can be reached 
at 581-2812 or pivalentine@eiu.edu.
Women’s tennis aims to reestablish winning ways
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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SportS
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior Michael McCormick delivers a pitch Saturday, March 4 at Tointon Family Stadium in Manhattan, Kan. McCormick (0-1, 5.14) starts the middle game 
of the weekend series for the Panthers.
By Mark Shanahan
Men’s Golf Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Sophomore Alvaro Hernandez fin-
ished off an impressive start to the 
spring season with a sixth place finish at 
the Butler Spring Break tournament.
Hernandez followed up his first 
round score of 73 with a 75 on Thurs-
day to finish with an overall total of 148. 
In a highly competitive field, Hernandez 
finished just three strokes behind the 
leader and ended up in a tie for sixth. 
Hard work over the break from the 
fall season paid off in the first tourna-
ment back for Hernandez.
“I’ve put a lot of work in during the 
off-season and I’m glad that it looks like 
it starts to pay off,” Hernandez said.
Eastern finished seventh in the team 
standings with a two round total of 661. 
Romeo Perez moved up one spot after 
shooting an 81 on Thursday and fin-
ished in 35 with a total of 165. Kevin 
Altenberger and Alex Gowin finished in 
44 and 45 with scores of 174 and 176. 
Altenberger improved his round score 
by 10 strokes on day two.
Hernandez said the course was in 
good condition for golf on Wednesday 
and Thursday.
“It was a little bit windier yesterday 
than today, but we can’t complain about 
anything with the conditions that we 
had,” Hernandez said.
Kyle Gaines from Detroit was the 
first place finisher with a round of 74 
to move him from second to first in day 
two. Butler’s Patrick Allgeier shot an 
impressive second round total of 70 to 
move up eight spots to finish in a tie for 
second with Evansville’s Tyler Gray. 
RJ Batolomucci from High Point was 
the leader after day one, but a second 
round score of 77 dropped him to a tie 
for fourth 
with 
Butler’s 
Hunt-
er Byram. 
Albany 
State’s Ty-
ler Han-
son tied 
f o r  s i x 
with Her-
nan-
dez and a 
three way tie 
for eighth place between Albany State’s 
Davis Vener, Detroit’s Spencer Lendzion 
and Evansville’s Matthew Ladd rounded 
out the top 10. 
Butler moved up an impressive four 
spots in the second round to win the In-
vitational. After shooting a 309 in round 
one, Butler shot a team score of 287 
to finish with a total of 596. Evansville 
came in second with a total of 602. Al-
bany State and Detroit finished tied for 
third with a two round total of 604. 
Southern Indiana finished six with 
633, followed by Eastern (661), Chi-
cago State (684) and Kentucky State 
(694). 
Eastern will be back in action on 
March 20-21 for the Missouri State 
Spring Tournament. 
Mark Shanahan can be reached at 
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
Hernandez earns 
top-10 finish
By Maher Kawash
Baseball Reporter | @DEN_Sports 
The Eastern baseball team has 
struggled to begin the season, but the 
strength of schedule is a big reason 
why. 
The Panthers open a three-game se-
ries at 6 p.m. Friday at Samford. 
It will be the first of seven straight 
games in the state of Alabama for East-
ern, and it will be on the pitching staff 
again to limit its opponent. 
The Panthers’ struggles have come 
at the hands of a bullpen that has the 
talent but has run into some tough 
competition. 
Alex Stevenson is the man on the 
mound to begin the series Friday for 
Eastern, and he tries to echo his per-
formance from the previous start. 
Stevenson is the lone pitcher on the 
team to earn a win this season for the 
1-10 Panthers. Despite earning the 
lone win for the Panthers, Stevenson 
still comes in with a 10.24 earned run 
average (ERA) in three games pitched. 
His opponent comes in as one of 
the top arms on Samford’s squad, 
boasting an ERA under four and a 1-1 
record in three appearances. 
The Panthers struck out 12 times 
in their last matchup against Missouri 
Tuesday and now face a pitcher in 
Mikhail Cazenave, who averages close 
to four strikeouts per game. 
Game two offers a matchup of vet-
eran vs. youth with Eastern senior Mi-
chael McCormick facing off against 
the sophomore right-hander. 
McCormick has been one of the 
better arms on the Panthers this season 
but has struggled to earn a win. 
He comes in at 0-1 in three games 
with one of the lower ERA’s on the 
team at 5.14. 
Eastern has not announced its start-
er for game three, but Samford will 
roll out a sophomore with an 0-2 re-
cord. 
The last time these two programs 
faced off was in the 2008 OVC Tour-
nament, and the Panthers ran away 
with an 8-4 win in that one. 
Eastern was limited to just one run 
against Missouri on Tuesday and now 
has a team batting average of just .205. 
Just four guys on the team boast 
an average of .250 or higher and only 
one, Joe Duncan, has played in every 
game this season. 
Dougie Parks will try to build off 
his impressive performance Tuesday 
as the junior college transfer finished 
the game 2-for-4 at the plate while also 
scoring the lone run. 
Michael Starcevich and Brent Ste-
phens also had solid performances 
in the loss at Missouri, combining to 
throw three scoreless innings of relief. 
The bullpen could use a similar per-
formance this weekend when they take 
on a Samford squad that holds a .286 
team batting average. 
Following this three-game set the 
Panthers stay in the same state for a 
midweek matchup against the Univer-
sity of Alabama Tuesday. 
Maher Kawash can be reached 
at 581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu.
Panthers look for southern comfort 
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Five out of the 10 wins the Eastern softball team 
has picked up this season have been by 10 runs or 
more. Despite two shutout losses to Lipscomb last 
weekend, Eastern has had little problems at the plate 
this season.
Eastern has three of its starters hitting over .400 
and one hitting .393. Freshman Mia Davis leads the 
team with a .442 average, freshman Haley Mitchell 
is batting .407 and sophomore Kayla Bear is hitting 
.406. Junior Taylor Monahan, in her first season as a 
regular starter, sports a .393 average. 
The pitching has been strong so far this season 
from juniors Michelle Rogers and Jessica Wireman. 
Wireman picked up two wins last weekend. Freshmen 
Allison Golic and Katie Grunert have also done well 
in their first year in college. 
As any team knows, hitters go into slumps and the 
runs are hard to come by. Pitching and defense will 
always have to be present to help win games. And 
that is what coach Kim Schuette and the team fo-
cus on. 
“Offense can come and go depending on a lot of 
different things,” Schuette said. “But we hope our 
pitching and defense can remain solid.” 
Of 68 total runs scored on the Panthers this sea-
son, 22 were unearned.
Eastern is 10-8 this season and is slated for four 
games this weekend at the SEMO invite in Oxford, 
Ala. against Alabama A&M, Loyola-Chicago, Val-
paraiso and Samford. 
With conference play  s t i l l  two weeks  away, 
Schuette has seen a lot of promise out of her young 
squad and believes they have already learned a lot this 
year. 
Eastern’s 12-5 win over Valparaiso may look like 
a breeze, but it was anything but that. Eastern went 
down 5-0 quick and was able to pull off a late come-
back scoring eight runs in the sixth inning. 
“(We were) down 5-0 and you could feel us com-
ing,” Schuette said. “Then down 5-4 with 2 outs and 
two strikes in the bottom of the sixth and we ended 
up winning that game. 
“That might not always happen but the feeling 
amongst those 20 players was good to see at the be-
ginning of March.” 
But the times Eastern’s bats fell flat is where they 
need to learn from and “iron out a few details.” Dur-
ing the shutout to Lipscomb, Eastern batters faced 
two tough pitchers who have combined for 13 wins 
on the season. 
“Specifically, we talked about battling a stronger 
pitcher to make sure we improve every inning and 
with each at bat,” Schuette said. “If our teammates 
ahead of us in the lineup are having trouble, then as 
the next batter ‘I really need to buckle down at the 
start of the at bat to see the ball early in the count 
and especially with two strikes.’” 
Last weekend in the two wins, everything was 
clicking for Eastern, scoring a combined 22 runs. 
Wireman pitched seven and two-thirds shutout in-
nings in the two games and added 12 strikeouts. 
Sean Hastings can be reached
 at 581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
Offense leads way for softball 
team heading into SEMO Invite
Eastern plays four games 
in two days as part of 
weekend tournament
"Offense can come and go depending 
on a lot of different thigs."
Kim Schuette, Head coach
Alvaro Hernandez
